
	  
Lessons	  from	  Chicago: The	  CTU	  strike	  shows	  we	  
can	  fight	  and	  win! 

When	  26,000	  teachers	  went	  out	  on	  strike	  in	  Chicago	  on	  September	  10th	  they	  pointed	  
the	  way	  forward	  for	  all	  of	  us	  by	  showing	  that	  teacher	  unions	  can	  be	  mobilized	  to	  lead	  
the	  fight	  for	  educational	  and	  social	  justice. 

What	  can	  we	  learn	  from	  the	  Chicago	  teachers’	  Strike?	  	  

1)	  If	  you	  fight,	  you	  can	  win.	  In	  the	  current	  economic	  crisis,	  concessions	  have	  become	  the	  norm.	  While	  Chicago	  
teachers	  didn’t	  win	  everything	  they	  wanted,	  they	  won	  much	  more	  by	  striking	  than	  months	  of	  negotiations	  
would	  have	  ever	  produced.	  In	  New	  York	  City,	  teachers	  have	  been	  three	  years	  without	  a	  new	  contract.	  	  

2)	  The	  public	  is	  on	  our	  side.	  Despite	  the	  immense	  propaganda	  machine	  against	  teachers	  and	  teacher	  unions,	  
the	  vast	  majority	  of	  people	  in	  Chicago	  –	  particularly	  parents	  of	  children	  in	  public	  schools	  -‐-‐supported	  the	  
teachers	  because	  they	  understood	  that	  this	  was	  a	  fight	  against	  privatization	  and	  union-‐busting	  and	  for	  public	  
education	  and	  social	  justice.	  	  

3)	  Union	  members	  must	  be	  organized.	  The	  CTU	  spent	  two	  years	  developing	  leadership	  and	  organization	  at	  
every	  school	  site	  which	  paid	  off	  during	  the	  strike.	  	  

4)	  Union	  democracy	  is	  essential.	  The	  rank	  and	  file	  members	  of	  the	  Chicago	  Teachers	  Union	  were	  engaged	  and	  
involved	  in	  decision	  making	  both	  in	  preparation	  for	  the	  strike	  and	  throughout	  the	  strike	  itself.	  It	  was	  a	  lesson	  in	  
union	  democracy	  from	  which	  we	  all	  have	  a	  lot	  to	  learn.	  	  

5)	  Social	  movement	  unionism	  is	  essential.	  The	  caucus	  that	  leads	  the	  Chicago	  Teachers	  Union,	  CORE,	  has	  been	  
fighting	  against	  school	  closures	  for	  years.	  While	  they	  haven’t	  always	  won	  those	  fights,	  they	  fought	  side	  by	  side	  
with	  the	  communities	  they	  serve	  to	  defend	  public	  education	  and	  demand	  the	  “The	  Schools	  Chicago’s	  Students	  
Deserve.”	  They	  fought	  not	  only	  for	  teacher	  rights,	  but	  air	  conditioners,	  smaller	  class	  sizes,	  and	  an	  enriched	  
curriculum.	  We,	  in	  MORE,	  hope	  to	  learn	  these	  lessons	  so	  as	  to	  build	  a	  fighting	  teachers	  union	  movement	  in	  
NYC	  to	  fight	  for	  quality	  public	  education	  for	  all	  students. 

Join	  us! 

MORE	  was	  formed	  in	  2012	  by	  a	  diverse	  group	  of	  UFT	  members	  with	  long	  histories	  of	  activism.	  We	  are	  present	  and	  former	  
chapter	  leaders,	  delegates,	  as	  well	  as	  rank	  and	  file	  members	  who	  have	  just	  gotten	  involved	  in	  our	  union.	  If	  you	  agree	  with	  
our	  ideas	  please	  get	  involved!	  Join	  MORE	  and	  help	  us	  rebuild	  the	  union	  we	  all	  want	  and	  need.	  Join	  at	  
www.morecaucusnyc.org.	  Like	  us	  on	  Facebook.com/MOREcaucusNYC.	  Follow	  us	  on	  Twitter	  @MOREcaucusNYC. 



Support the MORE slate in the 2013 UFT elections 
 

 
Julie Cavanagh for President. Julie is a UFT chapter leader who has been teaching 
in Red Hook, Brooklyn since 2001 and contributed extensively to the fight for public 
education. In 2009-2010 Julie, alongside a NYC parent and student, sued Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg for the right to protest school closings and charter schools, and 
later she joined with parents as the only teacher petitioner in a lawsuit to fight the 
appointment of then NYC Schools Chancellor Cathy Black. Since 2009 Julie has 
worked with various grassroots groups to organize protests and forums in an effort to 

educate and engage the public to challenge the corporate education reform movement and to 
promote real reform in our schools and communities.  Much of this work can be seen in the film she 
co-narrated and co-produced, The Inconvenient Truth Behind Waiting for Superman. Her writings 
have been featured in the Huffington Post, Daily News, Labor Notes, and Public Sector Inc and she 
has appeared on MSNBCʼs Up with Chris, Fox and Friends, and Inside City Hall. 
 
 

Brian Jones for Secretary. Brian has taught elementary school grades for nine 
years, and has organized teachers and parents to challenge budget cuts, charter co-
locations and high stakes standardized testing. Brian faced off against Michelle Rhee 
and Geoffrey Canada on national TV, and co-narrated the film, The Inconvenient 
Truth Behind Waiting for Superman. Historian Diane Ravitch has called his writing 
about public schools "brilliant". Brian has contributed to several books on education, 
and to publications as diverse as SocialistWorker.org and the New York Times. 
 

 
 
Camille Eterno for Treasurer. Camille has been an English teacher in New York 
since 1996. In her second year as a teacher, she was elected to be chapter leader at 
the Queens Gateway to Health Sciences. As chapter leader, Camille won grievances 
that even the UFT leadership said were not winnable. She helped organize her 
chapter into an activist force that was a major presence at many union rallies. As a 
leader in the Independent Community of Educators, she was instrumental in the 
nearly successful battle against the giveback-laden 2005 contract. Camille developed 

a well deserved reputation throughout Queens High Schools as a chapter leader who was not afraid 
to stand up to management when they wrongfully abused UFT members. She is currently serving in 
her third term as a teacher delegate from Humanities and the Arts High School in Queens.  
 
 

Marissa Torres for Assistant Treasurer. Marissa has been an elementary school 
teacher and a union activist since 2002. She taught ESL students in West Harlem 
where she served as Co-Chapter chair and organized teachers and parents to 
challenge budget cuts and co-locations. She now serves as a delegate for PS261 
Brooklyn. She is committed to the fight for public education and is excited to be a part 
of a caucus that wants to build a broad social justice movement with parents, students, 
and teachers. 
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